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Abbey Park New Play Area - Inclusivity Statement 

The new children's play area at Abbey Park, Glastonbury has been designed as an inclusive, 
welcoming and accessible destination where children of all ages, abilities and backgrounds 
can play, explore and socialise together. The design follows a "play for all" philosophy, 
ensuring that inclusive play opportunities are integrated throughout the space rather than 
being provided as separate facilities. 

A range of accessible, ground-level play experiences have been incorporated to enable 
participation by children with varying mobility levels, including wheelchair users, younger 
children and those who may not be able or wish to access elevated equipment. Ground-level 
activities include interactive play panels, sensory features, musical elements, imaginative 
play opportunities and accessible social spaces, allowing children to engage with the play 
environment in different ways and at their own pace. 

The play area includes a variety of sensory-friendly elements designed to support children 
with sensory processing differences, neurodiverse users and those who benefit from calmer 
play experiences. These features include tactile play components, natural textures, planting 
that provides seasonal colour and sensory interest, auditory play elements, and quiet areas 
where children can retreat from more active spaces when needed. The layout seeks to 
provide a balance between active, stimulating play and opportunities for calm engagement 
and relaxation. 

Inclusive play opportunities are woven throughout the scheme, encouraging physical, 
sensory, cognitive and social development. Equipment has been selected to provide varying 
levels of challenge and play value, enabling children to play side-by-side and interact 
regardless of their individual abilities. Accessible pathways connect key play features and 
ensure ease of movement for all users, including wheelchair users and caregivers with 
pushchairs. 

The design also incorporates seating, resting points and clear sightlines to support parents, 
carers and guardians, creating a comfortable and safe environment for families. By 
embedding inclusive and sensory-conscious design principles throughout the play space, the 
Abbey Park play area will provide meaningful play experiences for everyone, fostering 
confidence, social interaction, independence and a sense of belonging within the local 
community. 
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