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Welcome to our first quarterly newsletter from your local Climate Emergency Group!  The 
group includes local people, our climate resilience officer and town councillors. We care about 
our environment and are committed to finding ways of reducing Glastonbury’s Carbon Dioxide 
(CO2) emissions. Global Heating and extreme weather patterns are now reaching dangerous 
levels worldwide. Our task is to advise & make recommendations to the town council on ways 
to implement their declaration of Climate Emergency & help build a more resilient community. 
In August 2019 we pledged to help & to share our activities with local people so we can 
hopefully start to turn around this Titanic-sized issue of Climate Chaos.  
 
Here are some of our most recent efforts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       
 
 Solar Community Project   

 
Local installers Sunlit Solar, supported by 
Glastonbury Town Council, are offering a  
bulk discount for purchase and installation  
of solar panels to residents & businesses  
in Glastonbury and surrounds. For details:   
Mike Rogers info@sunlit-solar.co.uk  
01458 834936/ 07929105882.  
The group worked hard to ensure the  
scheme was approved & publicised.  
 

 

Ecological Emergency 
We discussed the importance of 
this devastating aspect of 
planetary crisis & adding it to the 
council’s previous climate 
emergency declaration. 70% of 
species have already been lost 
since the 70s! And it continues. 
Our local environment includes the 
Somerset Levels whose waterways 
were recently downgraded as 
polluted by phosphates & of such 
health risk that all development has 
been halted. If our local 
environment continues to be 
depleted we will be unable to grow 
or supply the food we need.  
 

Rewilding 
Encouraging biodiversity, including insects, 
‘weeds’ & the soil itself, is vital. Projects for 
rewilding, planting and encouraging more nature 
friendly places in our streets, gardens, verges & 
lanes are getting underway. A small pilot project on 
Windmill Hill is hoping to start with planting this 
autumn. 
 Allotments 
We actively supported plans for a third allotment 
on Common Moor Drove and researched the 
numbers currently on the allotment waiting list. 
Many do not realise that local councils have a duty 
to provide them & this has now been approved. 
Good news for keen gardeners & community 
growing; also for GPs who can now prescribe 
gardening for physical health & mental wellbeing. 
fo 
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Electric Van  
 
The town council needed to  
replace their vehicle for local  
tasks. We recommended  
a second-hand electric van  
as the best option and pronto, 
here’s the result. 
 
 
 
Active travel 
 

Switching to active travel – walking, cycling, skating – for 
regular journeys, helps the environment and boosts our own 
health and happiness. There are several shared paths around 
Glastonbury used for everyone’s benefit, including mobility 
users. However, footpaths are often overgrown by brambles 
making them impassable.  Groups of volunteers, initiated by 
committee 
members, have 
been doing a 
great job of path 
clearing since 
March 2020; 
sadly, with little 
support from 
S.C.C. who are 

responsible for maintenance. We kept lobbying & 
have succeeded in arranging to meet their 
Highways Strategic Manager.   We will let you know 
the outcome in the next newsletter.  We need safer 
accessibility for active travel on roads, Let’s make 
September ‘Legtember’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Glastonbury CEG  Aug-21 3 

GLASTONBURY	C.E.G	NEWSLETTER	AUGUST	
2021	 

 
 
Repair Café 
 

‘Take only what you need, use everything you take.’ 
Native American saying. One of the main ways we 
contribute to the crisis, is via waste and consumerism. 
The policy of planned obsolescence (manufacturing 
goods deliberately designed NOT to last) is now being 
challenged. This often tends to be electrical goods & 
clothes. Amazon 
was recently 
outed for 
sending mega-

amounts of brand new items to landfill. BBC’s Repair 
Shop is a big hit, generating interest in repairing rather 
than discarding. Group members aim to start a 
Glastonbury monthly repair café this autumn and an 
initial meeting has taken place. Wells has successfully 
run one for some years. If you are interested in offering 
skills please contact: Laura: lb.hpc3@gmail.com 
 
Litter 
 
Residents are concerned about the amount of single-use items & 
packaging found on local streets and surrounding countryside.  This 
sadly increased in lockdown, posing danger to wildlife, polluting all 
waterways. Small groups including ones organised by members, have 
been litter picking throughout lockdown & found it surprisingly 
sociable. Previous litter picks have unearthed interesting objects, plus 
lots of Thatcher’s cider cans.  We wrote & asked if they could support 
us. To our delight they sent us a crate of cider!  
Subsequently a picker unearthed a bottle of 
Courvoisier brandy & suggested we write to 
them too. If you have any ideas about reducing   
take-away outlet rubbish please let us know.   
 
A Town Litter Pick is planned for Sunday 29th 
August from 10-12 starting & finishing at the 
Town Hall.  Litter pickers and Hi-Vis jackets 
will be available and bags provided. Do join 
us. 
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Reducing Single-use Plastic.  
These items produce enormous amounts of waste. We use over 8 million disposable cups a day 
in UK. Why not have your own re-usable cup? Outlets are happy to refill – just remember to 
take it with you.  Made from plastic or bamboo they will last several lifetimes. Even 
compostable disposable cups involve manufacture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note: The views expressed in this newsletter do not reflect the views of the Town Council, and 
the CEG does not direct its decisions. CEG’s role is to inform, advise and inspire the Town Council, and to 
communicate community concerns and activities relating to the Climate Emergency.  

Community Fridge 
The community fridge continues 
to be widely praised by visitors 
& residents & is in constant use. 
Its position in the centre of town 
makes it a visible & positive 
asset that encourages similar 
projects, reducing food waste 
(100 tons so far) & helping those 
in need.  
 
 

Water Refill Stations 
Something we recommended & these have 
now been installed in the Market Place & 
Abbey Car Park. You can get an app that 
shows your nearest refill station. 
 
 Your News 
Please tell us about any community 
projects or ideas you have, so we can 
include them in our newsletter.  
 


